CLLU1 expression distinguishes chronic lymphocytic leukemia from other mature B-cell neoplasms.
The distinction of CLL from other mature B-cell neoplasms, especially from leukemic forms of mantle cell lymphoma or splenic marginal zone lymphoma, can be difficult but has important prognostic and therapeutic implications. We measured CLLU1 (CLL upregulated gene1) mRNA by qPCR and found a highly significant difference between CLL and other lymphoid neoplasms (AUC 0.96, 95%CI 0.93-0.99). Based on our cut-off values we can predict CLL and other mature B-cell neoplasms with high probability (PPV 99% and 94%). Analysis of CLLU1 expression is a rapid and reliable tool that may facilitate the diagnosis of mature B-cell neoplasms especially in inconclusive cases.